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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Dear Parents and Carers,
Tomorrow would have been the last day of Term 1. The
announcement by the Premier last Sunday bought forward the
holidays by 4 days in conjunction with other shut downs across
the state to combat the spread of COVID 19, the virus which
was unheard of at the beginning of the term only 8 ½ weeks ago.
Preparations had been made last week for the year 3s and 5s
to sit the practice on line platform NAPLAN test on Monday this
week (23rd March), prior to the administering of NAPLAN in May.
Education ministers and the National Cabinet made the decision
last Friday (20th March) that the 2020 NAPLAN testing would not
proceed.
“This decision is considered that it will assist school leaders,
teachers and support staff to focus on the wellbeing of students
and continuity of education, including potential on-line and
remote learning. Further, the impact of responses to COVID 19
virus may affect the delivery of NAPLAN testing, including the
operation of centralized marking centres and the implications of
nationally comparable data if an insufficient number of students
are available to do the test.”
Last Saturday I informed you of the decision by the Premier to
finish the term today and hold a non-pupil day tomorrow (27th
March). On Sunday I informed you of the change to the holidays
being brought forward by the last 4 days this week, rather than
the 1 day.
The changes to education were as rapid as all decisions during
this week, as Victoria moved from Level 1 state of emergency
to Level 2 and potentially Level 3 and the respective restrictions.
Official details of the decision were received at 2.00pm on
Monday afternoon prior to our dismissal at 3.10pm. I sincerely
thank all the staff for their implementation of closure with the
exception for children of emergency services workers and
children deemed to be at risk.
Thank you to all our families for their quick action in making the
necessary arrangements for having their children at home
earlier than expected. There are still approximately 80 students
who have not yet collected the resources from the Personal
Learning Studio for learning at home. If you are still to collect
your child’s resources please come to the school office before
the end of tomorrow.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Our staff are currently continuing the planning for the possibility
of remote learning in Term 2. Below are the photos of two of our
teams - Foundation and Year 3/4 team at school yesterday
planning the curriculum while practicing social distancing in
areas of the school and around the tables.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
I reiterate too our understanding of the difficulties far beyond the
logistics of remote learning for families at this current time and
the future, with regards, employment, income, and family health.
Our newsletter also will include messages from the Wellbeing
Team.
We hope everyone can enjoy good times and good health with
their household over the coming holidays.

~ Learning Together

ADDITIONAL WAYS TO SUPPORT YOUR
CHILDREN
In this current climate there are changes rapidly happening for
us and for our children and there are many uncertainties and
additional pressures. We are hearing lots about what is
happening, the changes and restrictions and the impact on the
community now and into the future. Children look to us as adults
to see how we are managing our own ability to be resilient, and
to manage our worries and stress. This can be an opportunity to
teach your child strategies to manage change, stress and
uncertainty. Some strategies to support your children during this
changing time and to assist in their understanding include:

As advised we will be increasing our move to working from home
except for the leadership team and a small number of teaching
staff as is necessary.
If you haven’t already, all families will receive a video this week
of their teacher thanking you and the children for logging onto
SEE SAW according to the QR code or instructions pasted into
the children’s workbook. The message is essentially:
“We’d like to thank all those families who have logged in to
Seesaw. It’s been great to see so many of you testing out the
platform, and being enthusiastic about the possibility of remote,
online learning next term.”
Please remember that it is considered that the children are
currently on holiday. They do have the hard copy homework grid
for learning tasks for this week if they would like to complete this
week.
Teachers will deliver the learning tasks for English, Maths,
Inquiry and Specialist subjects via remote learning provision
(SEE SAW) in the event that schools do not physically open
after the school holidays. At this time we cannot know what
further restrictions may be necessary to enforce across the state
and nation. The decision on whether to re-open schools on or
after Wednesday 15th April, will be determined following advice
from the Chief Health Officer.
We will continue to be in touch via COMPASS for any changes
in arrangements as a result of COVID 19 and the learning from
home will be forwarded through SEE SAW.
We understand the dilemma of remote learning for some of our
families who do not have access to a device at home.
Unfortunately, it does not look possible at present that we would
be able to have hard copy work for collection due to restrictions
in movement in the community and places permitted to attend.
Hard copy work too does not permit for teaching or interaction
which will be imperative if the duration of absence from school
is long term. However, we are already trying to anticipate the
problems and work on the best possible solutions given the
current restrictions.

Providing Reassurance: be honest with your children about
what is happening with what they can reasonably understand.
Remember to use language that is age appropriate that they will
understand and will help them to feel safe and reassured.
Reassure them about the support they have around them and
that there are many people helping each other in the community
and adults working to solve these problems.
Provide consistency and routine: children like structure and
routine and knowing the expectations. Provide a schedule or
plan for the day for your children and stick to it. This will help
children to know what is next.
Give children something proactive they can do: teach your
child about ways they can help. Whether that be helping at home
or being responsible for a task each day or whether it be about
teaching your child about safe hygiene practices. Ensure you
explain that everyone needs to do this to stay healthy and to
stop the spread of germs.
Promote healthy eating, healthy habits and exercise:
maintain routines about eating times and personal hygiene
times like showering and brushing your teeth. Be creative with
children about ways they can get exercise at home. Yoga and
mindfulness activities can be great fun for the whole family to do
together.
Monitor television viewing: be aware of information that is not
age appropriate through the media as children may not
understand all the information and only hear parts of what is
being said which could increase their worries.
Monitor social media usage and screen time: monitor what
apps your children are accessing, the amount of time they are
accessing screen time and who they may be talking to through
social media. Talk to your children about safe practices online.
You can access the esafety guide with information about the
latest games and apps that are used and information about
staying safe online through www.esafety.gov.au
Take time to talk to your children: find time to talk to your
children about their worries or about something they have seen
or heard. Be mindful of your child’s behaviour and looking for
signs that they may want to talk. Withdrawing and being quiet,
crying, getting frustrated easily or hovering around you could all

ADDITIONAL WAYS TO SUPPORT YOUR
CHILDREN
be signs that they need to talk. If this happens make yourself
available and let them know that if they have a question or want
to talk they can. Some children find it easier to talk while they
are doing something like colouring in together, doing some
exercise together at home, cooking together or even doing the
dishes together. These are good times to have a conversation.
Children may ask questions and be happy with the answers.
Others may think about it and come back later with more
questions.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
AWARDS
Student of the week awards are made each
week and announced in the newsletter on a
Thursday. The awards are presented to the
students at assembly on Friday at 2.30pm in the Gym.
Parents are most welcome to attend.

Foundation Potts ~ Catherine Hou

Find times to do fun things together as a family: there are
many fun things to do together at home. Find time to play board
games, do puzzles, colour together, do craft activities, share and
teach a skill like sewing, gardening, dancing, music or cooking,
exercise together at home, read together, train your dog,
practice mindfulness or yoga, the list is endless. Be creative and
engage your children in developing or creating the activity for
the family.
Lastly, find time to be and do things together and find time for
everyone to have some quiet time.
Remember to take care of yourself and to phone a friend for a
chat during these times of change or need.

3/4 Krystyna ~ Daniela Marganovici
5/6 Ellie ~ Ivana Marganovici

Further information can be obtained from:
https://schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-coronavirus
Raising Children Network: raisingchildren.net.au
Parentline – 132 289
From the KPS wellbeing team.

FORWARD PLANNING
Tuesday 14th April
 Student Free Day ~ Statewide
Wednesday 15th April
 1st Day Term 2 ~ Pending
Notification
.

Government

Wilson Pee Wee Tennis (4 – 7 years)
MLC Hot Shots (5 – 12 years)
Junior & Adult Coaching
(Group & Private Lessons available)
Squad Training for Elite Juniors
Mums in Tennis Program
Professional Racquet Restringing
Ask us about NEW Cardio Tennis!

Phone: Steve Kelly 0409 173 273

