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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
‘Groundhog Day - A situation in which a series of unwelcome or tedious events appear to be recurring in exactly the same way.’

Many of you are likely to know the 1993 movie Groundhog Day starring Bill Murray and Andie McDowell, or at least have heard the expression ‘Groundhog Day’ which has become part of modern English. In last week’s newsletter I spoke about some of the impact of COVID-19 on our year last year and potential for this year in terms of restrictions and changed routines and practices. I certainly wasn’t entertaining the thought that the very next day we would have received the announcement of a short/sharp lockdown for 5 days; however it was as DET described it, extraordinary, how quickly we and all schools put into place the necessary notifications and preparations for the children learning at home on Monday to Wednesday this week. 

I would like to thank you all (once again) for your absolute patience and positive response to the situation of the ‘unwelcome and tedious’ restrictions which have reoccurred. This only can happen when people as a whole go beyond themselves and recognize that the restrictions are for the greater long term good for remaining safe. 

Having said that we were all very happy (as I’m sure you would have been also) to hear yesterday’s announcement that schools would be open again and the children returning today. Of course we cannot rule out the possibility of having restrictions/lockdown reoccur in the future - such is the nature of a highly virulent virus. If or when it may happen then I have every confidence that our community will again rally to do what is needed.




PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Thankfully we don’t have to return to staggered arrivals or dismissals (although I appreciate how much better it makes for traffic congestion in the Kurunjang estate), but it does disrupt the first and last hour of learning. Now that we are back to everyone arriving and leaving at the same time, may I please remind everyone that the safety of the children is paramount- way above the inconvenience of not getting a park or sitting in the long line past Kurunjang Secondary. Please ensure the children are escorted across the road and access cars only from the side of the nature strip not the road. Please observe the road laws of not parking across people’s driveways or in restricted zones or spaces.

On this year’s calendar has been the dates for our first student learning conferences for 2021, scheduled for Tuesday 9th March and Wednesday 10th March for all year levels F-6. We will forward further information about this and booking times with your child/ren’s teachers closer to the time in the event that restrictions may prevent them being held on site. Please just pop the dates in your calendar as they will go ahead, even if over the phone, if on site is not possible.

The first school council meeting for 2021 is next Tuesday 23rd February. The School Council Annual General Meeting will be held on March 16th and marks the beginning of the new committee membership. In each year approximately half of school councillors are commencing the second year of membership; the other half are commencing their first of 2 years. All parents and carers are invited to either self-nominate or nominate another parent in our forthcoming school council elections.  Attached is a letter explaining the work of school council and we invite interested persons’ nominations to a position on school council. Please pop into the office for the respective nomination forms for lodging before 4.00pm on the 5th March. Please don’t hesitate to pop in and have a chat about it if you have any queries.
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[image: Clipart Image: A Graduate In a Cap and Gown with a Diploma]STUDENT OF THE WEEK AWARDS


Student of the week awards are made each week and announced in the newsletter on a Thursday. The awards are presented to the students at assembly on Friday at 2.30pm in the Gym.  

3/4 Castellas ~ Amelia Greenland
3/4 Castellas ~ Hunter Pass
3/4 Mel ~ Kaiden Desmond-Veal
3/4 Mel ~ Jazyah Simoo
3/4 Marks ~ Braydon Williams
3/4 Marks ~ Atlana Yoon
3/4 Condon ~ Willow Fulford
3/4 Condon ~ Bryson Dickins
[bookmark: _GoBack]3/4 Condon ~ Jared Zammit
3/4 Blake ~ Ekam Lubana
3/4 Blake ~ Alya Sood
3/4 Carli ~ Bior Panthum
3/4 Carli ~ Natara Gordon
3/4 Ransome ~ Jack Davis
3/4 Ransome ~ Leon Bateman-Howard
5 Price ~ Emma Curmi
5 Price ~ Avneet Gill
5 Layton ~ Jordi Tong
5 Layton ~ Andres D’Amore Cornejo
5 Broadbent ~ Korpo Jibba
5 Broadbent ~ Christian Metodiev
5 Kirstin ~ Viraj Mishra
5 Kirstin ~ Alex Di Benedetto
6 Ana ~ Luke MacMaster
6 Ana ~Natarlia Avramopoulos
6 D’Elia ~ Alyssa MacDougall
6 D’Elia ~Jackson Vaaelua
6 Templeton ~ Mathew Reimers
6 Templeton ~ Summer Lau
6 Ellie ~ Jake Samaratunga


FORWARD PLANNING

      
Wednesday 24th Feb
· Teeth on Wheels ~ Forms due back to school
Wednesday 3rd March
· School Photo Day
Tuesday 9th & Wednesday 10th March
· Student Learning Conferences
Tuesday 16th March
· Teeth On Wheels ~ Visit School
Thursday 1st April
· Last Day Term 1
Monday 19th April
· First Day Term 2
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If you have changed any of your contact details could you please advise the school office ASAP so that our records can be updated.  It is vitally important that we have current contact details in order to call parents.  



** IMPORTANT**

APPLICATIONS FOR CSEF
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSION FUND FOR NEW STUDENTS/FAMILIES


The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.
 
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee families.

Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students.  Payments are made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child.

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year, unless you have additional children attending school this year or there has been a change in your family circumstances.
 
If you would like to apply for the first time at Kurunjang Primary School, please come into the school office to collect an application form.
 
Please check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office as soon as possible. 
Online orders will close on this date for delivery at school. Please make sure all orders have the child’s name, grade and correct money placed in a sealed envelope/bag.  


CELEBRATION OF LEARNING
FOUNDATION POTTS

Students in Foundation Potts have done an amazing job settling into school. In the 8 days of school before lockdown, we learned about how we sit at school (showing SLANT), how we line up at school (SHARP), how we follow classroom routines such as our morning routine and recess routine, and how we show whole body listening. Everyone was excited to learn new things every day, something that has continued during Remote Learning. Through phone calls and emails, speaking with students and families, students in Foundation Potts have been eager to continue their learning and have enjoyed completing the Matrix, activities on Sunshine Classics and Mathletics, and daily activities for reading, writing and maths. Well done to everyone in Foundation Potts for your wonderful start to your time at school, especially during lockdown!


NOTIFICATION AND APPROVAL REGARDING EXTENDED ABSENCES FOR FAMILY HOLIDAYS OR EVENTS

We appreciate that families from time to time may be absent for family holidays or events. In the event that you know you will be absent please come to the office to collect a notification regarding extended absences for family holidays or events form for approval. This will enable the class and specialist teachers to be aware of the absence and for the absence to be recorded on compass.



[image: Mrs Bs]CANTEEN

3 Party Pies
Flavoured Milk (Chocolate or Strawberry)
        
[image: ]        $5.00



LATE ARRIVALS:

If your child is running late for any particular reason, please take them to the office to be signed into school. A late pass will be issued to your child to be given to the teacher.
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If you found any school library books at home over the holidays could they please be returned to the school library ASAP. 

Thank you
Lynne Notman ~ Library Technician



DISCLAIMER

[image: C:\Users\08472805\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\0ZBN25O8\fair flyer1.jpg]All advertisements placed in this newsletter and flyers sent home on behalf of sporting groups and auxiliaries are done so in good faith. It should not be assumed that Kurunjang Primary School is recommending these activities. Parents have a responsibility to make sure that activities are suitable and safe for their children.
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School Council Election 2021 - Information for Parents
[bookmark: bookmark2]What is a school council and what does it do?
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are given powers to set the key directions of a school within state-wide guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students.
[bookmark: bookmark3]Who is on the school council?
For most school councils, there are three possible categories of membership:
· A mandated elected Parent category - more than one-third of the total members must be from this category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at their child's school as long as they are not engaged in work at the school.
· A mandated elected DET employee category - members of this category may make up no more than one-third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members.
· An optional Community member category - members are co-opted by a decision of the council because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be Community members.
Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members expires each year, creating vacancies for the annual school council elections.
[bookmark: bookmark4]Why is Parent membership so important?
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the direction of the school.
Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging.
[bookmark: bookmark5]How can you become involved?
The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant.
In view of this, you might seriously consider
· standing for election as a member of the school council
· encouraging another person to stand for election.
[bookmark: bookmark6]Do I need special experience to be on school council?
No. What you do need is an interest in your child's school and the desire to work in partnership with others to help shape the school's future.
[bookmark: bookmark7]What do you need to do to stand for election?
The principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations following the commencement of Term i each year. All school council elections must be completed by the end of March unless the usual time line has been varied by the Minister.
If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can nominate yourself in the Parent category.
DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not engaged in work are eligible to nominate for parent membership of the school council at that school.
Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the Notice of Election. You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of your completed nomination.
Generally, if there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted during the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed.
[bookmark: bookmark8]Remember
· Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do
· Consider standing for election to council this year   
· Be sure to vote in the elections.
Contact the principal for further information
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Have you signed up to the Compass App?
In order to keep you up to date with important information Kurunjang Primary School is part of a portal system called COMPASS.    
Through Compass, you will be able to update personal details such as phone numbers and be kept up to date with important dates, whole school events, excursions, book parent teacher conferences, contact teachers and more. 
You will be able to view your childs school report and learning tasks completed throughout the school year via Compass.
If you have not yet signed up, please return the slip below for you to receive your personalised login details.

        - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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I would like to receive my COMPASS APP details to be kept updated with my child’s reports, school events, reminders and calendar items. 

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Student name/s: _________________________________________________________

Class: ____________________________________________________________________
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Wilson Pee Wee Tennis (4 – 7 years)
MLC Hot Shots (5 – 12 years)
Junior & Adult Coaching
(Group & Private Lessons available)
Squad Training for Elite Juniors
Mums in Tennis Program
Professional Racquet Restringing
Ask us about NEW Cardio Tennis!
Phone: Steve Kelly 0409 173 273

[image: ]
[image: ]



image3.png




image4.png
Jy




image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image8.emf

image9.emf

image10.jpeg




image11.jpeg
N') Dadirri Autumn

MELTON
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SERVICES INC.
March 6th. 10am to 4pm
Melton Uniting Church Grounds
15-17 VYuille St, Melton

Raising Funds for Mental Health Care
2

Market stalls a
Sausage Sizzle

Devonshire Tea

*\4 Jumping Castle

And more
Market stall $20.
To book a stall, call Deb on 0482 926 515 or
‘email admin@dadirricounselling.org.au
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www.rubyspizzaandpasta.com.au

MELTON STATION SQUARE SHOPPING CENTRE
(cnr station rd & brooklyn rd melton south)
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