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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT


Dear parents and carers, 
What a busy time of the year it is! With only 20 teaching days to go until the end of the 2024 school year. Planning for 2025 is fully underway as we are busy constructing student placements, room allocations, hiring new staff and writing reports!

PARKING COURTESY AND RESPECT FOR OUR NEIGHBOURS

We kindly ask all parents and visitors to be mindful of our neighbours when parking around the school. Please avoid double parking over driveways and ensure that you dispose of any rubbish responsibly. We also ask that you refrain from leaving dirty nappies or other waste in the area. Let’s all work together to maintain a respectful and considerate environment for everyone in our community. Thank you for your cooperation.

STUDENT BEHAVIOUR
It's not uncommon for students to exhibit changes in behaviour towards the end of the school year, and it's great that we have had parent support with consequences that have been put in place. These consequences could be recess/lunchtime detentions, after school detentions and worse case a suspension. Establishing clear consequences for inappropriate behaviour is an essential part of maintaining a positive learning environment. 

PERSONAL PROPERTY
Personal property is often brought to school by students, staff and visitors. This can include mobile phones, bicycles, scooters, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on school premises. The department does not hold insurance for personal property brought to school and it has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property. We advise that should your child bring their bike or scooter to school it is advisable to also send a lock with them as we have unfortunately had things stolen from the bike shed.

PLANNING FOR 2025 
Planning for 2025 is well underway inclusive of the recruitment of staff and ordering of supplies. If you know your child will NOT be attending Kurunjang PS in 2025 please send an email to the school email account so that we do not include them in our numbers. We also need to know where they will be going. We do understand that family circumstances change from time to time and this necessitates the need for children to change schools. You do not need to advise us about your year six student: we have assumed they are leaving! For all other children, you do not need to re-enrol them for the upcoming school year: they are automatically counted for 2025 if they are in attendance in 2024.

YEAR 6 to 7 ORIENTATION DAY 
On Tuesday 10th December, all year 6 students attending a government school in Year 7 will participate in the statewide Year 7 Orientation Day. However, some students may need additional time to help them feel ready for secondary school. If you feel your child needs additional support, please speak to Danielle Sheedy or Toni Havers and we will try arrange additional visits.

PARENT AND CARER SCHOOL SAVING BONUS CODE
The Victorian Government is delivering the School Saving Bonus – a one-off $400 support for government school students from Prep to Year 12 in 2025. From Tuesday 26 November 2024, you will receive an email from the Department of Education with your unique $400 School Saving Bonus code. 
The School Saving Bonus will help families cover the cost of uniforms, textbooks, excursions, activities and more. If you have multiple children enrolled in Victorian government schools for 2025, you will receive one School Saving Bonus code email per child. These emails might arrive on different days. Please make sure to check your spam/junk email folder. 

Parents and carers can use the School Saving Bonus code in store at school-nominated suppliers. Parents and carers can also choose to access the School Saving Bonus online system, where they can allocate part or all the $400 bonus to use at school nominated-online suppliers or for school activities.  To learn more about the School Saving Bonus, visit School Saving Bonus | vic.gov.au (www.vic.gov.au). 
A step-by -step user guide will be available on the webpage on 26 November.   If you have not received your School Saving Bonus code via email by Friday 29 November, please contact the Department of Education by emailing school.saving.bonus@education.vic.gov.au


FORWARD PLANNING - SCHOOL DATES FOR 2025 – 2027
Please find the dates for the Victorian School Holidays for the next few years to help plan for family holidays. 

	Year
	Term 1
	Term 2 
	Term 3
	Term 4

	2025
	30th January – 4th April
	22nd April – 4th July
	21st July – 19th September
	6th October – 19th December

	2026
	29th January – 2nd April
	20th April – 26th June
	13th July – 18th September
	5th October – 18th December 

	2027
	28th January – 25th March
	12th April – 25th June
	12th July – 17th September 
	4th October – 17th December



Please note, apart from 2025, the actual start date may change to a day earlier or later depending on the curriculum days being approved by School Council. 
The 2025 start dates were approved by school council and are set.


The 2025 Curriculum Days (student free) are:
· 28th January – Curriulum Day – 2025 expectations 
· 29th January – Curriculum Day – 2025 expectations and set up
· 4th July –  Curriculum Day – Vivian Arbaci (Literacy)
· 5th March – Parent / Teacher Interviews (11:00am – 7:00pm)
· 6th June – Common Professional Practice Day
· 20th August – Parent / Teacher Interviews (11:00am – 7:00pm)
· 3rd November – (Assessment & Reporting)

YEAR 6 CELEBRATION OF SCHOOLING
This year we will be celebrating with our Year 6 students at the Melton Country Club - 28-30 Reserve Road, Melton on Tuesday 10th December between 5:30pm - 7:30pm. We will then be doing the formal part of the evening back at school. 
Additional event details:
5:30pm - 5:45pm - Students get dropped off and enter function room
6:00pm - 7:30pm - Sit down 2 course dinner and soft drink
7:30pm - 7:45pm - Students picked up by families from Melton Country Club and returned to school
7:45pm - 8:00pm - Parents arrive for formal part of the evening at Kurunjang Primary School
8:00pm - 9:15pm - Celebration of Schooling / Certificates / Awards / Speeches


 CHILD SAFE STANDARDS
As mentioned in previous newsletters, we will be sharing with you more information about the Child Safe Standards in the newsletter each fortnight. This fortnight, we are looking at Child Safe Standard 7 and 8.
Standard 7 – Processes for complaints and concerns are child-focused.
Minimum requirements – In complying with Child Safe Standard 7 an organisation must, at a minimum, ensure:
7.1    The organisation has an accessible, child-focused complaint handling policy which clearly outlines the roles and responsibilities of leadership, staff and volunteers, approaches to dealing with different types of complaints, breaches of relevant policies or the Code of Conduct and obligations to act and report.
7.2    Effective complaint handling processes are understood by children and young people, families, staff and volunteers, and are culturally safe.
7.3    Complaints are taken seriously and responded to promptly and thoroughly.
7.4    The organisation has policies and procedures in place that address reporting of complaints and concerns to relevant authorities, whether the law requires reporting, and co-operates with law enforcement.
7.5    Reporting, privacy and employment law obligations are met.

Standard 8 – Staff and volunteers are equipped with the knowledge, skills and awareness to keep children and young people safe through ongoing education and training.
Minimum requirements – In complying with Child Safe Standard 8 an organisation must, at a minimum, ensure:
8.1    Staff and volunteers are trained and supported to effectively implement the organisation’s Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy.
8.2    Staff and volunteers receive training and information to recognise indicators of child harm including harm caused by other children and young people.
8.3    Staff and volunteers receive training and information to respond effectively to issues of child safety and wellbeing and support colleagues who disclose harm.
8.4       Staff and volunteers receive training and information on how to build culturally safe environments for children and young people.

Tom

~ Learning Together

ASSEMBLY
Our Year 3-6 assembly will be tomorrow at 2:30pm.
Our Term 4 assemblies will be:
Year 3-6 assemblies: 22/11, 6/12, 
Foundation to Year 2 assemblies: 29/11, 13/11
End of term 4 a whole school assembly will be held on 19th December at 1:50pm for a 2:10pm dismissal.

Finally, as always, I would love to hear any feedback you have about our school, so please feel free to email me at ANY TIME at kurunjang.ps@education.vic.gov.au with any thoughts, concerns, feedback or suggestions that you may have to continue to make our school a wonderful place to be and to learn. I will get back to you as soon as I can and really do appreciate any feedback that you must share. 

Cheers, 

Tom 
Principal
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We currently have a large number of overdue library books. If you have found any school library books at home, could I ask that these be returned to our library as soon as possible. 

Thankyou
Lynne Notman ~ Library Technician


F-2 MODIFIED ATHLETICS HOUSE SPORTS DAY
The F-2 Modified Athletics House Sports Day (Grades Foundation, Grade 1, Grade 2) will be held on Friday November 29th at Kurunjang Primary School from approximately 9.15am until 12:30pm. 
It would be appreciated if children could wear at least one item of clothing in the colour of their house to add to the atmosphere of the sports: 
Waratah-RED, Melaleuca–GREEN, Acacia-YELLOW, Caladenia-BLUE
WE STRESS THAT ALL CHILDREN MUST WEAR A SUNHAT AND SUNSCREEN AND BRING A BOTTLE OF WATER FOR THIS EVENT

Parents are most welcome to attend.

P.E. Department
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LATE ARRIVALS:

If your child is running late for any reason, please take them to the office to be signed into school. A late pass will be issued to your child to be given to the teacher.





 

FORWARD PLANNING
Friday 22nd November
· Book Club ~ Orders Due
· Year 5/6 Rugby
Saturday 23rd November
· Djerriwarrh Festival Parade
Monday 25th November
· Foundation 2025 ~ Transition Day 9.15am-11.00am
Friday 29th November
· Colour Explosion Run 4 Fun ~ Fundraising Closes
Friday 6th December
· Colour Explosion Run 4 Fun
Tuesday 10th December
· Statewide Orientation Day ~ Year 6 students attend their Secondary School
· Statewide Orientation Day ~ 2025 Foundation students 9.15am – 11.00am
· Year 6 Graduation
Wednesday 11th & Thursday 12th December
· School Concert 
Monday 16th December
· Year 6 ~ Big Day Out Celebration
Thursday 19th December
· Last Day Term 4 ~ Early Dismissal 2.10pm
Friday 20th December
· Student Free Day ~ Students not required at school

NOTIFICATION AND APPROVAL REGARDING EXTENDED ABSENCES FOR FAMILY HOLIDAYS OR EVENTS

We appreciate that families from time to time may be absent for family holidays or events. In the event that you know you will be absent please come to the office to collect a notification regarding extended absences for family holidays or events form for approval. This will enable the class and specialist teachers to be aware of the absence and for the absence to be recorded on Compass.
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2025 ARE NOW OPEN

Parents who live within our school’s designated neighbourhood area are invited to enrol their children for Foundation 2025 at the office.  To be eligible to enrol for Foundation in 2025 your child must turn 5 years of age by 30th April 2025. You must provide proof of your child’s age by presenting a birth certificate.  For students who were born overseas you must present their passport and visa details.  Immunisation certificates are also required and may be posted to you on request by calling 1800 653 809.  As the immunisation and birth certificates may take a little time to arrive, we suggest you get organised early and phone for your certificate now.  
Please contact the school office on 9743 0633 if you would like to arrange a tour of our school. 

SCHOOL LEAVERS & ENROLMENTS FOR 2025

Any parents who have children that will not be returning to Kurunjang Primary School in 2025 are requested to let the school know as soon as possible. If you know of families moving to our school in 2025, who have not yet been to the school to enrol, we would greatly appreciate it if you could ask your friends to do so.  We also ask any parents who have not enrolled their child in Foundation for 2025, to do so as soon as possible. Immediate action on this matter will ensure that we have adequate facilities and resources available for the beginning of the 2025 school year.
----------------------------------------------------------------------
Please fill in and return to the school office as soon as possible:
STUDENTS NOT ATTENDING IN 2025

I would like to notify Kurunjang P.S. that my CHILD/REN

NAME/S: ____________________________________
____________________________________________

GRADE/S   ___________________________________
Will not be attending Kurunjang P.S. in 2025

NAME OF SCHOOL ATTENDING IN 2025:
 
_____________________________________________

COLOUR EXPOLSION RUN 4 FUN

Get your Colour on, KPS is hosting a Colour Explosion Run 4 Fun! 
Our Colour Explosion Run 4 Fun will be on Dec 6th- all entry fees close of Nov 29th.
Each year we hold a colour run and both students and staff have a ball, please make sure you sign your child up asap so they can join in on an amazing fun afternoon!
Don’t miss out on all the fun! 
Your only way to join in the fun is to jump online and pay your entry fee! 
Not only are we hosting an awesome Colour Explosion Run 4 Fun, but students can also win up to 15 unique prizes by fundraising via online sponsorship donations.
Students have received a sponsorship book with instructions on setting up their cybersafe, online fundraising profile atwww.australianfundraising.com.au. This is an entirely online fundraiser; no cash donations can be accepted!
Happy fundraising!
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Have you signed up to the Compass App?
In order to keep you up to date with important information Kurunjang Primary School is part of a portal system called COMPASS.    
Through Compass, you will be able to update personal details such as phone numbers and be kept up to date with important dates, whole school events, excursions, book parent teacher conferences, contact teachers and more. 

You will be able to view your childs school report and learning tasks completed throughout the school year via Compass.
If you have not yet signed up, please return the slip below for you to receive your personalised login details.

        - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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I would like to receive my COMPASS APP details to be kept updated with my child’s reports, school events, reminders and calendar items. 

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Student name/s: _________________________________________________________

Class: ____________________________________________________________________
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Wilson Pee Wee Tennis (4 – 7 years)
MLC Hot Shots (5 – 12 years)
Junior & Adult Coaching
(Group & Private Lessons available)
Squad Training for Elite Juniors
Mums in Tennis Program
Professional Racquet Restringing
Ask us about NEW Cardio Tennis!
Phone: Steve Kelly 0409 173 273
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