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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 

Our alternative and amended Year 6 graduation last Friday 
proved a wonderful day in spite of the remaining restrictions of 
gatherings and respective density quotients. We were so 
pleased to be able to have parents attend on site in the rain 
garden on such a beautiful day weatherwise, share in seeing the 
guard of honour for the Year 6s and to be able to take 
photographs of the children and their friends and teachers. The 
filming of the formal presentations and speeches has totalled 80 
minutes and the private link was forwarded yesterday via 
COMPASS to all year 6 parents who gave permission for the 
filming of their children. The filming and editing for such a 
lengthy video was undertaken by Wendy McCall’s daughter 
Kaitlin. We sincerely thank Kaitlin for the hours of work which 
the finished product required. Thank you too to Ana Kralj and 
the Year 6 teachers for the planning of every aspect of the day 
and to the supporting staff who contributed to the day’s success.  
 

I reminded the Year 6s that when they were in their Foundation 
(Prep) year, they had completed an activity for me (as did every 
student within the school); answering 2 questions: What are you 
good at doing at school? and What are you the best at in your 
family? Although the answers were varied and highlighted 
important skills; academic, creative, sporting, social, it wasn’t 
what each answered that was most important but rather the fact 
they could identify that they were good at doing something and 
that they were the best at something in their family.  
 

Last week I gave the Year 6s opportunity to identify the things 
which their peers are  good at or for which they are recognised. 
Comments were quick and previous ones unknown to the writer; 
however, it was interesting how many of the sentiments would 
be repeated by different people about the same child. Although 
specific skills for reading, maths, art and sport etc featured, 
comments were predominantly about character strengths 
related to friendship, values and personality traits. The children 
received both last Friday as a memento of their primary years in 
addition to the PFA gift of a signature bear/soccer ball received 
today. 
 

Irrespective of your child’s age - whether they are at primary 
school or secondary, it is known that their identifying themselves 
and others as having skills and strengths within their family and 
among their peers, is paramount for their feelings of self-worth 
and belonging; and ultimately their success.   

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 

Yesterday was Step Up day in preparation for 2021. Your 
child/ren received the building/room number and notification of 
their teacher for next year, as well as the parent payment 
information and dates for the commencement of the school year. 
As previously discussed every effort has been made to fulfil all 
written requests and has resulted in the majority receiving at 
least one request unless for example when staff were requested 
who are not teaching in the year level next year. All students 
received one or more of their identified peers while factoring all 
of the aspects for creating classes. Unfortunately, the necessary 
groupings does negate the possibility for some requests and we 
appreciate people’s demonstration and modelling of 
understanding and resilience. 
 

Below is a list of all staff at Kurunjang Primary School for 2021. 
(Please note, staff who do not have a title preceding their name 
will be known by their first name) 
 

Year Foundation:   

Mr Edison Potts, Lisa Emin, Amy Butler and Miss Lyndal Ryan 
 

Year 1/2:  

Miss Toni Havers, Mrs Fiona Patton, Mr Nick Gonzalez, 
Krystyna Edwards, Miss Natalie Micallef, Estelle van Sittert and 
Miss Natasha Dovaston 
 

Year 3/4: 

Mr Brady Castellas, Mel Sands, Mr Brendan Marks, Lisa 
Condon, Blake Mullan, Mr Glen Ransome and Carli Neave 
 

Year 5: 

Mr Craig Price, Miss Deb Layton, Kirstin Wilkinson and Mr 
Andrew Broadbent 
 

Year 6:  

Ana Kralj, Ellie McClafferty, Mr Rob D’Elia, Mrs Angella 
Templeton 
 

Specialists: 

Adriana Velencei (Performing Arts- Music F-6), Mrs Helen Craig 
(P.E.-F/ 1/2/6), Mr Jordan Andrews(P.E. 3/4/5 ), Mrs Ana 
Havran (Visual Art 3-6), Mrs Lidia Woolley (Visual Art F-2), Miss 
Emily Oliver (STEM and Kitchen Garden 3-6), Ms Christine 
Butcher (STEM and Kitchen Garden F-2), Mrs Cathy Burton 
(English as an Additional Language) Mrs Susan Edward 
(Levelled literacy Intervention) 
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Education Support Staff- Inclusion and supported learning:  

Jenna Bailey, Mrs Mary Bayley, Carmel Caiolfa, Rosemary 
Donald, Mrs Kim Hodge,  Mrs Sue Leahy, Mrs Corrie Maitland, 
Tom Major, Melissa Mourkakos, Julijanna Ormiston, Leonie 
Perry, Deniz Sabri, Mrs Kathy Stewart, Mrs Karen Stretton, 
Hayley Tellis,  Mrs Michelle Tickner, Erin Ryleigh 
 

Education Support Staff - Office, Specialist and Technical 
Support: 

Mrs Merilyn de Haan (Business Manager), Mrs Vee-arnie 
Howson (Reception/Administration), Stacey Williams (First Aid/ 
Administration Assistant), Kathleen McInnes (Primary Welfare), 
Monique Muratore (Youth Work), Dylan Mraz (Speech) Mrs 
Lynne Notman (Library), Daniel Osborne and Joshua Stone 
(I.C.T) 
 

Leadership:  

Jenny Robinson (Principal), Wendy McCall (Assistant Principal 
F-2), Tom Goddard (Assistant Principal 3-6), Kim Mitchell 
(Leading Teacher/Coach - Numeracy), Mrs Margherita Lo 
Giudice (Leading Teacher/Coach - Literacy), Miss Deb Munoz 
(Leading Teacher/Coach - Engagement and Inclusion), Mr 
Brady Castellas (Learning Specialist - 3-6) Miss Toni Havers 
(Acting Learning Specialist - F-2).  
 

We are fare-welling teaching staff: Sarah Quintal, Renae 
Wagner and Mellissa Barbuto who had 12 month positions for 
2020. Sarah has been appointed to an ongoing position to 
Aintree College, Renae to an ongoing position at Riverbend 
College and Mellissa to CRT work in Altona. They will be sorely 
missed, not only by the staff, but I know also by many of you 
who have expressed your appreciation of their commitment to 
the students at KPS.   
 

Five teaching staff will be working part-time in 2021 and we 
welcome 2 new teaching staff to KPS - Carli Neave and Andrew 
Broadbent. 
 

We are also farewelling Business Manager – Kevin Tootell who 
will be taking up a new position at Kyneton Secondary College.  
We welcome new Business Manager - Merilyn de Haan. 
 

We farewell a number of students who are transferring to other 
schools in Melton area, Gippsland and western Victoria.  We 
wish them all the best for the future. 
 

We welcome new students from Melton, St Albans, Brunswick, 
Leopold and Echuca. 
 

We look forward to a very productive year for all classes F-6 in 
2021. Thank you to all parents and carers for your support of 
your children’s learning and the school in the unprecedented 
events of 2020 including the 16 weeks of remote learning. As 
we have expressed throughout the year, we truly appreciate all 
the efforts made by the children and you in undertaking the role 
of learning support at home. We value the continued partnership 
for your children’s education. 
 

Please remember that the last day of school tomorrow, has an 
early dismissal time of 1.10pm. Please note that this is the first 
day since Term one that all the children will be dismissed 
together. As we continue to be restricted in outside gatherings 
to the total of 300, our end of year assembly for the students will 
be held in classes on Webex (as used during remote learning) 
commencing at 12.45pm. The children will be dismissed 
following the assembly at 1.10pm.  
 

On behalf of all the staff at Kurunjang Primary School, I wish 
you and your family a very happy and safe Christmas holiday 
period. 

 

 
 
 

~ Learning Together 

 

FORWARD PLANNING 
 
       

Friday 18th December 

 Last Day Term 4 ~ Early Dismissal 1.10pm 
Thursday 28th January 2021 

 First Day Term 1 ~ Years 1 – 6 Students 
Wednesday 3rd February 2021 

 Foundation Students ~ Commence Full Time 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE WELL-BEING TEAM  

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES FOR 

CHILDREN 
 

With the end of term 4 here, parents may already be thinking 
of ways on how to keep their children occupied and 
entertained over the Christmas holidays. Thinking of potential 
activities and outings for your children to do during the break 
can be overwhelming at times.  Parents may be concerned 
about the costs involved in taking children on an outing or just 
may be lost on ideas on ways to keep their children busy and 
occupied. 
Below are some suggestions on low-cost activities that you 
could do with your children during the Christmas holidays:  
 

 Baking: To celebrate the festive season, you can bake a 

range of sweet treats with your child. This is a great way to 
keep your child entertained, whilst also teaching them how to 
bake and teaching them literacy and numeracy skills. 

                                                        

 Visit a local park with friends: You can ask your child’s 

friends to join your child for a play in the park, or organise a 
picnic lunch or dinner. This is a really good way to keep your 
child active and will enable them to enjoy the outdoors. 

 

 Go for a bike ride: Bike riding is a good way to keep active 

during the holidays. If you are looking for a change of 
scenery, you could put the bikes in the car and take a drive 
to somewhere new. You can explore your new surroundings 
while you’re riding your bike. 

 

 Go to the library: Your local library has many fun things to 

do during the holidays. You can borrow books or DVD’s to 
entertain your children during the holidays. Libraries usually 
have special activities or events during the holidays, and you 
can look online to see what’s happening at your local library. 

 

 Go for a nature walk: Going on nature walks in your local 

area with your children is a great way for them to connect 
with nature. You could play eye-spy on your walk or try to 
identify bird and plant species as you walk around. 
 

 Go to the beach: The kids will love to build a sand castle or 

to splash in the water. Make sure you speak to your children 
about water safety.  

 

 Playing board games and card games together: Family 

time is a great way to connect together and have some fun. 
Playing board games together also supports your child’s 
learning in turn taking and being a good winner and good 
loser.  

 

 Take a train trip: The kids will love a train trip to a 

destination. Once arriving at your destination enjoy the local 
parks, botanical gardens or local sights and historical 
features. 

  

We’d like to wish you all a safe and restful break. Enjoy the 
festive season with your family and friends. 
Looking forward to seeing you back in 2021! 
Please see information below about supports and services that 
are available for families who may require additional support 
during the Christmas break.  

 



 

 

 

STUDENT MEDICATIONS FORMS 
 

A reminder for all Parents and Carers to please 
collect all medication from sickbay tomorrow 
Friday 18th December. We are unable to send any 
medication home with students. 
 

Thank you ~ Stacey Williams 
 

 

 

 

CANTEEN 
 

The canteen will be closed 
tomorrow and will reopen            

on the first day of Term 1 ~ 28th 
January 2021 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOST LIBRARY BOOKS 
 

We currently have a large number of overdue 
library books.  Could I ask all Parents and Carers 
to help their children look at home over the 
holidays for books that belong to our school and 

return them to the library at the beginning of next year. 
 

Thank you 
Lynne Notman ~ Library Technician 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 
 

 

All advertisements placed in this newsletter and flyers sent 
home on behalf of sporting groups and auxiliaries are done so 
in good faith. It should not be assumed that Kurunjang Primary 
School is recommending these activities. Parents have a 
responsibility to make sure that activities are suitable and safe 
for their children 
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