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Hello to everyone and thank you again for all that you are doing
to support the STAGE 3 restrictions currently in place
throughout Australia and for making the necessary and often
difficult arrangements for supervision of the children during
remote learning.

beginning of week 3 of term if we are to receive an internet
access device, however currently the requests have exceeded
the number of devices that the Department has been able to
secure. While awaiting the outcome of provision of internet
access devices we will continue to provide students with the
hard copy home learning grid for weeks 3 and 4 (all students
received the learning grid for weeks 1 and 2 at the end of term
but only those students who are not able to access the internet
and in other individual circumstances will receive from now.

Understandably, there has been some confusion regarding the
exceptions for some students to access remote learning at
school instead of home. The Victorian Department of Education
remains clear that:
“all students who can learn safely at home must transition
to remote and flexible learning. This can include children in
primary, secondary and specialist schools who are
considered vulnerable but have access to a suitable
learning environment at home.”
There is confusion too with regard what the on-site attendance
looks like. For vulnerability and safety concerns for staff it is a
restriction that staff and students who are on site must observe
the physical distancing and necessary hygiene practices. The
children are allocated a seat and table separate from others.
They access the remote learning of their class as are their
classmates at home. The teaching and ES staff are currently
rostered and so the people supervising change daily. Rooms
and working spaces in the school have been minimized and for
us are restricted within the main building. The Learning Hub, all
relocatables, gymnasium, playground equipment are not in use
to assist in minimizing the potential spread of Corona Virus. The
difficulty occurs with the natural closeness that many primary
students have when seeking assistance or showing
affection/conversing with adults and each other.
Today and tomorrow, we are allocating the school-leased iPads
to students who required them, based on their access to a
device at home. Again, we are humbled by the families who
have been managing with their existing devices, particularly
when they have been relying on phones or devices used by
others in the home. Although we were asked by the Department
to prioritise the distribution of the devices according to a set
criteria we are happy to report that we have been able to provide
for all families who requested a device. Just to clarify, this does
not mean a device for every student and is dependent on the
existing devices in the home, the number of children and
individual circumstances. Unfortunately the requests for internet
is not possible at this time. Priority for internet access has been
given to schools in bushfire impacted areas, disadvantaged
Year 12 students, disadvantaged Year 11 Students and other
vulnerable students in senior secondary schools. It is
anticipated that the Department will notify schools by the

With regard the on line learning and indeed the hard copy
activity grids, please understand that there is no expectation for
you to have to teach the children, but rather to guide as needed.
Ultimately, your supervision and protection of your children is
the most important factor during the pandemic. We do not want
this situation to cause stress for families beyond the difficulties,
which are unavoidable within the current restrictions. Thank you
very much to the parents who contact the teachers with regards
any difficulties encountered with lessons. Please email via
COMPASS or give the school a call in the event that you have
been unable to do this. (9743 0633). This is a very unfamiliar
mode of operation for teachers in delivering content and
strategies for their classes. They will continue to make the
necessary adjustments for individual students if the
explanations or tasks prove difficult.
I want to thank the parents and carers who have taken the time
to acknowledge the work and efforts of the staff with the lessons
and delivery by contacting the teacher and/or the school. It is
certainly appreciated to receive these and appreciated also that
all have occurred in the private communication channels of the
school. Although we have not been impacted by breaches to
security and privacy, may I take this opportunity to remind
families that any material produced by the school, must not be
shared, reproduced or published in any other way, without the
written consent from the school. I ask that you consider our staff
in this context. The learning tasks developed and accompanying
videos in the on line environment is work planned and delivered
for the education of your child/ren, not for public sharing - either
for praise or criticism. You can imagine how vulnerable and
exposed our staff will feel if videos of themselves are shared
(even if the intentions are to highlight how wonderful their
lessons are). Just as your professional documents and the work
and videos of your children are not for public display without
permission, neither are our teachers, and I ask please to
privilege them their privacy.
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CELEBRATION OF LEARNING

May I finish with saying how wonderfully well the students have
taken to and responded to the on-line learning. Teachers are
blown away by the efforts and achievements of the children.
Each day the teachers receive approximately 300 individual
notifications of work uploaded. We absolutely love seeing how
the siblings, mum, dad, grandparents etc who are at home are
participating in the maths game or dance etc. These are the
great things which will come out of the time of restriction within
our communities.

All students in 1/2 Micallef have engaged in remote learning for
Term 2! All students have described the colour zone they are in
on the Ready to Learn scale and how they are feeling, mostly in
the yellow and excited for learning! Really proud of the students
efforts and resilience! I would like to thank parents and carers
for all their hard work helping make remote learning a success!

Just a note, and this only impacts a few children, I want to let
you know that some children are so engaged with this mode of
working and contacting their teacher that some are accessing
SEE SAW early in the morning and very late at night, (there has
been one instance of 2.00am). Clearly you would not be wanting
this for your children, nor do we. Please ensure that they get
their sleep and exercise; and time away from learning, just as
they do when they attend school.
Take care and stay safe,

~ Learning Together

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
AWARDS
Student of the week awards are made each
week and announced in the newsletter on a
Thursday. These awards will be presented to
the student’s on their return to school.

Foundation Potts ~ Oliver Butcher
Foundation Wagner ~ Riley Briggs
Foundatoin Amy ~ Tyson Knabel
Foundation Sarah ~ Emilia Rudd
1/2 Havers ~ Ryan Grieve
1/2 Micallef ~ Briana Losco
1/2 Emin ~ Willow Fulford
1/2 Gonzalez ~ Pukhraj Gill
1/2 Patton ~ Siddak Randhawa
1/2 Ransome ~ Oliver Daly
1/2 Mellissa ~ Adayah Maiava
3/4 Castellas ~ Scarlett Desmond
3/4 Kirstin ~ Esha McTaggart
3/4 Marks ~ Bella Schwabe
3/4 Condon ~ Rachit Sood
3/4 Blake ~ Awer Garang
3/4 Krystyna ~ Anthony Jacobs
3/4 Estelle ~ Bekim Jonuzi
5/6 Ana ~ Chase Williams
5/6 D’Elia ~ Annie Lave
5/6 Templeton ~ Alyssa MacDougall
5/6 Ryan ~ Jorden Molinari
5/6 Ellie ~ Kai Forti
5/6 Price ~ Sierra Briggs
5/6 Layton ~ Jakaila Himmerman

Miss Micallef

MESSAGE FROM THE WELLBEING TEAM
It is a time of great change as we all unite together to support
each other during the challenges presented with COVID 19. As
you will have seen in the media, this is a time that can present
with additional challenges which can impact people in different
ways. It is understandable to experience a whole range of
emotions during this time.
Whilst we know and understand the importance of staying at
home, social distancing and social isolation we also appreciate
that this can sometimes limit the supports that we have around
us to assist in managing our worries, stresses and anxieties.
We also recognise that with the loss of jobs, this brings with it
additional financial stresses and burdens. It is also a time
where we may see an increased risk of family violence or
abuse. This is a time to phone a friend or to make contact with
us or someone for support.
We want you to know that we are here to support all our
students and families during this time of change. To speak
with someone from the wellbeing team about any
questions, concerns or worries no matter how big or small
you can contact us on:
Kathleen (Primary Welfare Officer) – on 0427 396 895
(school attendance line)
Jenny, Wendy, Tom and Deb (Leadership and Wellbeing
Team) – 9743-0633 (school phone)
You can also contact your child’s teacher via compass who
will contact the wellbeing team on your behalf and request
that they make contact with you.
Other supports available to families during this time
Coronavirus Helpline: 1800 020 080,
https://www.health.gov.au
Coronavirus Mental Wellbeing Support Service: 1800 512
348, https://coronavirus.beyondblue.org.au
Family violence crisis response: Safe Steps 1800 015 188,
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/family-violence-crisis-responseand-support-during-coronavirus
1800 Respect: 1800 737 732,
https://www.1800respect.org.au
Lifeline: 13 11 14, https://www.lifeline.org.au
Kids Helpline: 1800 55 1800, https://kidshelpline.com.au
Beyond Blue: 1300 22 4636, https://www.beyondblue.org.au
MensLine Australia: 1300 28 99 78, https://mensline.org.au
Suicide Call Back Service: 1300 659 467,
https://www.suicidecallbackservice.org.au
If you or someone you know is in immediate risk of
harm, call triple zero (000)

ADDITIONAL WAYS TO SUPPORT YOUR
CHILDREN
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In this current climate there are changes rapidly happening for
us and for our children and there are many uncertainties and
additional pressures. We are hearing lots about what is
happening, the changes and restrictions and the impact on the
community now and into the future. Children look to us as adults
to see how we are managing our own ability to be resilient, and
to manage our worries and stress. This can be an opportunity to
teach your child strategies to manage change, stress and
uncertainty. Some strategies to support your children during this
changing time and to assist in their understanding include:

Find times to do fun things together as a family: there are
many fun things to do together at home. Find time to play board
games, do puzzles, colour together, do craft activities, share and
teach a skill like sewing, gardening, dancing, music or cooking,
exercise together at home, read together, train your dog,
practice mindfulness or yoga, the list is endless. Be creative and
engage your children in developing or creating the activity for
the family.

Providing Reassurance: be honest with your children about
what is happening with what they can reasonably understand.
Remember to use language that is age appropriate that they will
understand and will help them to feel safe and reassured.
Reassure them about the support they have around them and
that there are many
people helping each other in the community and adults working
to solve these problems.
Provide consistency and routine: children like structure and
routine and knowing the expectations. Provide a schedule or
plan for the day for your children and stick to it. This will help
children to know what is next.
Give children something proactive they can do: teach your
child about ways they can help. Whether that be helping at home
or being responsible for a task each day or whether it be about
teaching your child about safe hygiene practices. Ensure you
explain that everyone needs to do this to stay healthy and to
stop the spread of germs.
Promote healthy eating, healthy habits and exercise:
maintain routines about eating times and personal hygiene
times like showering and brushing your teeth. Be creative with
children about ways they can get exercise at home. Yoga and
mindfulness activities can be great fun for the whole family to do
together.
Monitor television viewing: be aware of information that is not
age appropriate through the media as children may not
understand all the information and only hear parts of what is
being said which could increase their worries.
Monitor social media usage and screen time: monitor what
apps your children are accessing, the amount of time they are
accessing screen time and who they may be talking to through
social media. Talk to your children about safe practices online.
You can access the esafety guide with information about the
latest games and apps that are used and information about
staying safe online through www.esafety.gov.au
Take time to talk to your children: find time to talk to your
children about their worries or about something they have seen
or heard. Be mindful of your child’s behaviour and looking for
signs that they may want to talk. Withdrawing and being quiet,
crying, getting frustrated easily or hovering around you could all
be signs that they need to talk. If this happens make yourself
available and let them know that if they have a question or want
to talk they can. Some children find it easier to talk while they
are doing something like colouring in together, doing some
exercise together at home, cooking together or even doing the
dishes together. These are good times to have a conversation.
Children may ask questions and be happy with the answers.
Others may think about it and come back later with more
questions.

Lastly, find time to be and do things together and find time for
everyone to have some quiet time.
Remember to take care of yourself and to phone a friend for a
chat during these times of change or need.
Further information can be obtained from:
https://schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-coronavirus
Raising Children Network: raisingchildren.net.au
Parentline – 132 289
From the KPS wellbeing team.

Wilson Pee Wee Tennis (4 – 7 years)
MLC Hot Shots (5 – 12 years)
Junior & Adult Coaching
(Group & Private Lessons available)
Squad Training for Elite Juniors
Mums in Tennis Program
Professional Racquet Restringing
Ask us about NEW Cardio Tennis!

Phone: Steve Kelly 0409 173 273

