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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 

This week has been a week of celebration with Year 6 
Graduation at Galli Restaurant on Tuesday night and 
Foundation celebration today.   
 

I reminded the year 6s that when they were in Year 1, they had 
completed an activity for me (as did every student within the 
school); answering 2 questions: What are you good at doing at 
school? and What are you the best at in your family? Although 
the answers were varied and highlighted important skills; 
academic, creative, sporting, social, it wasn’t what each 
answered that was most important but rather the fact they could 
identify that they were good at doing something and that they 
were the best at something in their family.  
 

Last week I gave the year 6s opportunity to identify the things, 
which their peers are good at or for which they are recognised. 
Comments were quick and previous ones unknown to the writer; 
however, it was interesting how many of the sentiments would 
be repeated by different people about the same child. Although 
specific skills for reading, maths, art and sport etc featured, 
comments were predominantly about character strengths 
related to friendship, values and personality traits. The children 
have received both as a memento to join the PFA gift of 
signature bears/soccer balls. 
 

Irrespective of your child’s age - whether they are at primary 
school or secondary, it is known that their identifying themselves 
and others as having skills and strengths within their family and 
among their peers is paramount for their feelings of self-worth 
and belonging; and ultimately their success.   
 

It was wonderful to see so many parents/carers and 
family/friends attend either of the graduation/celebration 
ceremonies to celebrate their child’s successes. I hope you 
enjoyed reflecting and sharing in the year’s achievements of the 
children. Yesterday Tom and I congratulated the year 6s for their 
very tasteful and appropriate dress, and their very respectful and 
polite behaviour at Galli Restaurant. Thank you very much to the 
respective Foundation teachers co-ordinated by Melissa Sands 
and Year 5/6 teachers co-ordinated by Krystyna Edwards and 
Ana Kralj, for their efficient and detailed efforts in the planning 
and preparation for both occasions. There is much behind the 
scenes preparation for both events.  
 

Yesterday was Step Up day in preparation for 2020. Your 
child/ren received the building/room number and notification of 
their teacher for next year, as well as the parent payment 
information and dates for the commencement of the school year. 
As previously discussed, every effort has been made to fulfill all 
written requests and has resulted in the majority receiving at  
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least one request unless for example when staff were requested 
who are not teaching in the year level next year. All students 
received one or more of their identified peers while factoring all 
of the aspects for creating classes. Unfortunately, the necessary 
groupings does negate the possibility for some requests and we 
appreciate people’s demonstration and modelling of 
understanding and resilience. 
 

Below is a list of all staff at Kurunjang Primary School for 2020. 
(Please note, staff who do not have a title preceding their name 
will be known by their first name) 
 

Year Foundation:   

Mr Edison Potts, Mrs Renae Wagner, Sarah Quintal and Amy 
Butler 
 

Year 1/2:  

Miss Toni Havers, Miss Natalie Micallef, Lisa Emin, Mr Nick 
Gonzalez, Mr Glenn Ransome, Mellissa Barbuto and Mrs Fiona 
Patton 
 

Year 3/4: 

Mr Brady Castellas, Kirstin Wilkinson, Mr Brendan Marks, Mrs 
Lisa Condon, Blake Mullan, Estelle van Sittert, Krystyna 
Edwards 
 

Year 5/6: 

Ana Kralj, Mr Rob D’Elia, Mrs Angella Templeton, Mr Craig 
Price, Miss Deb Layton, Miss Lyndal Ryan, Ellie McClafferty 
 

Specialists: 

Adriana Velencei (Performing Arts - Music F-6), Stephanie 
Gilmour (Performing Arts - drama F-6), Mrs Helen Craig (P.E.-
F/ 1/2/5/6), Mr Jordan Andrews(P.E. 1/2/3/4), Mrs Ana Havran 
(Visual Art 3-6), Mrs Lidia Woolley (Visual Art F-2), Miss Emily 
Oliver (STEM and Kitchen Garden 3-6), Miss Christine Butcher 
(STEM and Kitchen Garden F-2), Mrs Cathy Burton (English as 
an Additional Language) Mrs Susan Edward (Intervention) 
 

Education Support Staff - Inclusion and supported 
learning:  

Jenna Bailey, Mrs Mary Bayley, Carmel Caiolfa, Rosemary 
Donald, Mrs Kim Hodge, Le-Cinta Johnson, Mrs Sue Leahy, Mrs 
Corrie Maitland, Tom Major, Melissa Mourkakos, Julijanna 
Ormiston, Leonie Perry, Deniz Sabri, Mrs Kathy Stewart, Mrs 
Karen Stretton, Mrs Deb Taylor, Mrs Michelle Tickner 
 

Education Support Staff - Office, Specialist and Technical 
Support: 

Mrs Shirley Wain (Business Manager - acting), Mrs Vee-arnie 
Howson (Reception/Administration) Stacey Williams (First Aid/  
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Administration Assistant), Kathleen McInnes (Primary Welfare), 
Monique Pulo (Youth Work), Dylan Mraz (Speech), Mrs Lynne 
Notman (Library), Mrs Hayley Tellis (Kitchen Garden Program), 
Mr Jarad Spencer and Mr John Glossop (I.C.T), Harry Tila 
(Grounds), Brett Mitchell (Maintenance) 
 

Leadership:  

Jenny Robinson (Principal), Wendy McCall (Assistant Principal 
F-2), Tom Goddard (Assistant Principal 3-6), Kim Mitchell 
(Leading Teacher/Coach - Numeracy), Mrs Margherita Lo 
Giudice (Leading Teacher/Coach - Literacy), Miss Deb Munoz 
(Leading Teacher/Coach-Engagement and Inclusion), Mr Brady 
Castellas (Learning Specialist- 3-6) Miss Toni Havers (Acting 
Learning Specialist- F-2) 
 

We are fare-welling teaching staff: Narelle Derby and Jason 
Clark who had 12 month positions for 2019. Narelle is returning 
to her ongoing position at Creekside P-12, Jason Clarke to 
Altona. They will be sorely missed, not only by the staff, but I 
know also by many of you who have expressed your 
appreciation of their commitment to the students at KPS.   
 

Many have also expressed sadness that Mel Sands is not 
teaching next year due to taking leave for the 2020 year. We too 
are sad to temporarily lose Mel’s expertise and dedication to 
teaching and learning next year, however we wish Mel a lovely 
12 months with her family. 
 

Five teaching staff will be working part-time in 2020 and we 
welcome 4 new teaching staff - Amy Butler, Nick Gonzalez, 
Brendan Marks and Ellie McClafferty - in addition to Margherita 
Lo Giudice (Leading Teacher) and Monique Pulo (Youth Work) 
and 1 new Education Support Staff – Hayley Tellis. 
 

We farewell a number of students who are transferring to other 
schools in Melton, Victoria and  Queensland. We wish them all 
the best for the future. 
 

We look forward to a very productive year for all classes F-6 in 
2020. Thank you to all parents and carers for your support of 
your children’s learning and the school in 2019 and we value the 
continued partnership for your children’s education. 
 

Please remember that the last day of school tomorrow, has an 
early dismissal time of 1.10pm. Please note that this is a change 
from what was advertised previously. With the forecast 
temperature of 43 or higher, our end of year assembly will be 
held inside commencing at 12.45pm The children will be 
dismissed following the assembly at 1.10pm. We look forward 
to having as many parents who are able, to join us (in the 
classrooms with the children), in our farewell to staff and to 
celebrate the achievements of the year. 
 

On behalf of all the staff at Kurunjang Primary School, I wish you 
and your family a happy and safe Christmas holiday period.  
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FORWARD PLANNING 
 

Friday 20th December 

 CHANGE OF DISMISSAL TIME 
LAST DAY TERM 4 ~ EARLY DISMISSAL 
1.10PM 

Tuesday 28th & Wednesday 29th January 

 School open for Essential Education Resources 
Payments ~ 10.00am – 1.00pm & 2.00pm – 
4.00pm each day 

Thursday 30th January 2020 

 First Day Term 1 2020 ~ Years 1 to 6 

       

OSHCLUB NEWS 
 

OSHClub Kurunjang BSC: 6:50am-8:50am & ASC: 3:10pm-
6:30pm each day during the school term.  We are operating in 
Room MB(E)5.  
 

Our program provides a healthy breakfast and afternoon tea 
each day. Permanent and occasional vacancies are available 
for Before School & After School Care. 
 

Please feel free to come in and see our program and the fun 
activities our staff provide! 
 

Program Phone: 0400 028 149  
Coordinator:  Brittany 
Assistant: Rosie 

 

All families must be enrolled to attend the program. Please 
create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au.  All bookings 
and cancellations can be managed via your online account. For 
on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the 
program. 

 

 

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE NEWS 
 

If you would like to assist on the Fundraising 
Committee in any way, please leave your details at 
the office or contact the school on 9743 0633. 
 

The Fundraising Committee is a great way to be involved in your 
school community as well as making some new friends. 

 

 

WEDNESDAY’S MULTICULTURAL 

PLAYGROUP AT KPS 
 

 

Children 0-5 years are offered the opportunity to join Playgroup 
with VICSEG. 
   

PLAYGROUP AT KPS ~ FRIDAY’S 9-11AM 
 

Children from 0-5yrs. Come along and meet new people while 
your child learns through play experiences. 

 

New members welcome however, you must phone to register.  
For further information on any of our playgroups, please contact 
Kathleen McInnes on 9743 0633 

 

 

 

PLAYROOM DONATIONS 
 

The playroom would 
benefit from second 
hand matchbox cars 
and dolls clothes. If any 

families have any of these items to donate 
please see Kathleen. 

 

 

 

SICK BAY REQUEST 
 

If you have any uniform shorts and 
trousers that your child has outgrown the 
sick bay is looking for donations. 

 
Thank you 
Stacey Williams ~ Sick Bay/First Aid Officer 

 

http://www.oshclub.com.au/


 

NOTIFICATION AND APPROVAL 

REGARDING EXTENDED ABSENCES FOR 

FAMILY HOLIDAYS OR EVENTS 
 

We appreciate that families from time to time may be absent for 
family holidays or events. In the event that you know you will be 
absent please come to the office to collect a notification 
regarding extended absences for family holidays or events form 
for approval. This will enable the class and specialist teachers 
to be aware of the absence and for the absence to be recorded 
on compass. 
 

If you are going away over the Christmas New Year period and 
will not be back for the commencement of the school year 
please come to the office to complete the form so that the new 

class teacher is aware of the absence and expected return date.  

 

 

CANTEEN 
 

The canteen will be open  
TOMORROW Friday 20th 
December ~ last day of term ~ 
for recess counter sales 

only NO LUNCH ORDERS 

 

 

LOST LIBRARY BOOKS 
 

We currently have a large number of overdue 
library books.  Could I ask all Parents and 
Carers to help their children look at home over 
the holidays for books that belong to our school 

and return them to the library at the beginning of next year. 
 

Thank you 
Lynne Notman ~ Library Technician 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Have you signed up to the Compass App? 

 
In order to keep you up to date with important information Kurunjang Primary School uses a portal system 

called COMPASS.     
 

Through Compass you will be able to update personal details such as phone numbers and be kept up to date 

with important dates, whole school events, due dates, excursion reminders and the weekly school newsletter.  

You will be able to view your childs school Semester report and monthly learning tasks completed throughout 

the school year via Compass. 
 

If you have not yet signed up, please return the slip below for you to receive your personalised login details. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

I would like to receive my COMPASS APP details to be kept updated with school events, reminders 

and calendar items.  

 

Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Student name/s: ________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Class: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOfUgKfV98cCFULGpgodC5AClQ&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/magnifying-glass-book-clipart&psig=AFQjCNGAq9kmF04edY6X1LBYbBmayfUQ2w&ust=1442359273297686


 

 
 

 
 

Wilson Pee Wee Tennis (4 – 7 years) 
MLC Hot Shots (5 – 12 years) 

Junior & Adult Coaching 
(Group & Private Lessons available) 

Squad Training for Elite Juniors 
Mums in Tennis Program 

Professional Racquet Restringing 
Ask us about NEW Cardio Tennis! 

Phone: Steve Kelly 0409 173 273 
 

 

 

 

 

 


